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Introduction: In recent years the field of gender and
development has ""E'IF‘! exlemsively in o onilsgquee of
gemder mainstreaming.” Many promimeni scholars have
argaed ihat ‘gender’ has been extensively depoliticised,
misundersbood, or co-opled since its mainstreaming & the
Foarth World Conference on Women held in Beijing in
1SS (Corewall, Hammison and Whinchead X7 Wong
and Mukbaopadhyvay 2007 Bryan and Vara J008; Moser
4y Some  semanal  conirthetions  have  detadled
illuminating  gencaloghes on how  Cpemder”, ponder
maimsireaming”, and  the  associated  comcepr  of
“empowerment”’ have boon deployved by burcsocrais
organisalemal stalf, and practlionors over limse o resull
in “development speak” stipped of ongimal theonehical
implications {Smyth 2001k Batliwala 20110 Two Chemder
mnd Developmend issses (D0E and 20125 that were alwo
dedicated 1o gender mainsireaming confirmed ihe same
probbematic  patiens  (Poter and  Sweetman NS,
Sweetman MY, Masnell 2002; Sandler amd Rao M2
Moser and Moser 20y,

The extensive amalysis on pender dascourse &1 e
instiuional amd organisational level (Amalped 2001: B1-

. Mukbopadhyvay amd Wong 2007: 12) 15 striking when
comnpared b the lemated descussson of the epaslemological
miplecations of moanstecam gender discourse in Bone
westernnon-secular  comlexts. In the aforementioned
Cemder amd [Developmenr issues a few  mentioned
comoems of  incommensurabality  between the gender
ideals of the Beijing agenda and the gender realilzes,

nowms, expectalions, and constraints of men and women
al the local level (Porter and Sweetman 205 4; Wendoh
and Wallace 2005, How gender practitioners should
account for kecal religio-cualtural -mﬂ.rrhnlngih:' in gender
snalvsis, theorismibon, snd sensitisation cross-culturally
has mol been sysiematically problematized in the existing
ligeranere bowever. And while religio-culiuzal paransters
have bheen increasingly ingegraied im  pesder and
development stsdics in many poanced ways, the findings
of sch emparcal studses do Bt appear to bave led o a
reconsaderaion of concepual frameworks aml thooreiecal
ssamphions sl espoused wadely im the Oeld of gender
anil development (see alvwoe Tomahn HET: 1k I 5 alwo
notable that  the felkl bas  comventionally  givem
prominence o theorsations that have stressed religio-
cultural instiboisons as boci of female subosdination
{Whitchead 2006 [1979); Moser 1993; Baden and Goetz
1997 Kabeer 19990 Momsen 2008 Comwall 200465

In this papet | wam o propose that somee of the postulated
shaonifalls of gender and development may wace o the
episcmodingical enderpanmngs of mamARean concepts
usgw] wn the feehd. My proposstiom s thal these comcepis.
by default of beang theonsed amd meworked within a
prodomanamtly seculsr framework. are aluned primarly
1o westorn pender metaphyaecs and nay [oundationally
conflict with loscall belief systems ol gender. 1 will sugpest
that mon-secular episicmologies may need o be given a
more  cendral  positiom  in o gemder amd  developmend
theorisation, and 1o be infegraied into “a methedology of
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An interdisciplinary approach to studying Nnguistic varialion in
andiovisual texts: extrapolating a synergy of Newropsychology,
Semiotics, Performeativity, and Memetics to Translation Studies

Lydia Hayes
University College Londan

Ahstract

This paper explores the percepius]l power of accent and dialect through an
ineendisciplingry prism, which renders the unerance of peceni perfomuative and ihe
weological load of stcent memetic. The theoretical framework established synergises
europsyehology, Semiotks, Memetics, Performativity, amd Sociolingustics and is
extrapolated 10 the Held of Translanen Smedics. [n light of 1he performativity of accent
amd the existence of dialectal memes (often shared sdeas around linguistic identities) in
lingua-cultural communaties, i is posiled thal speaking im any given accent Eriggers a
chain reacibon culminating in perceplion, whenehy preconceived ideas or ‘memony”
aseocisled with the speech variety is activabed in the listener, From which peint an image
of identity is formed in his or her psyche. The we of sccemiual vanation, tharefone, ©
create asdiovisual identities in original sercions is illestrated and, in tom, the flanening
et of cultaral dimensions in dubbed versions is stinibuted o the levelling of sccemiual
vaniaison inio 3 standand, Spateiemporal and olher practical consiminis, a5 well as
seclogical questions, imposed on dubbing practices are considered with a siew o
translating limguastic vanation. Audiovisual anslation practices are considered in the
content of Enplish-language productions dbbed o Castilian Spanish.

Eeywords: acconts, audsvissals, culural ideminy. dialects, dabbed translations, memes,
Performalivity, Spamsh, speech acts, stanclardisatson

L. Introduction

Unlike the real world, the sudiovissal sphere is a realm wherein all speech s
‘prefabricated” (Chaumse, 2008 168). In Tronsduring Regionalised Vofces in
Andirvizieals (2009), Federici called on Cronin's (2006) assertion thar regionalism
is tied o notions of linguistic and cultural identity and added that “when a
regional videe appears in an sudiovisual, the cholce s automatically bom ol of
identifinble marrstive neads™ (2009: 19). Norbern Irish linguist and eminent
diabect conch. Brendan Gunn (20015), describes the activity of dialeal coaching as
changing an sctor’s hardware by using a differemt software. What does hardware
really mean in this anabogy™ Apart from makeup and wardrobe, and special effects
of course, the physical appearance of the actor will mot much change. The new
hardware referred w0 by Gunn iz best understood as the perceivable idemity -
geographical, social or otherwise— projected by the actor through accen.
Therefore, when we —the viewers- hear Received Promumciation (RF) or a
Standard British-English {SBE) accent. for example. we assume first: that the
character is British and Likely from the South of England and, secondly: that be or
she s posh or perhaps pretemtious, and maybe even deceitful. Perception is,
therefore, a top-down process. Screenwriters take advantage of this process and
direct the wse of specific accents by actors in onder to forge their characters”
identities. If this is the case in original audiovisual texts, why then are dubbed
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However, it is curiously to note that, about fifty years ago, John K. Wright {1691-1963),
an American geographer, nutable for his eartography. geosophy. and study of the history of
geographical thought, in his review The Language of Geography of A Glossary of
Geographieal Terms, pol ith L. Duslley Stamp, points:
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