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installed	electrical	heating	systems	in	its	13,000	properties	since	1995,	making	them	more	ecological	as	they	advance.	But	recently,	a	trio	of	devastating	storms	exposed	how	vulnerable	Scotland's	energy	network	can	be	to	the	climate.	Thousands	of	people	were	powerless	for	days,	and	chaotic	conditions	should	become	more	common.	The	situation	is
presenting	the	Aberdeenshire	Council	with	a	pressing	problem.	How	can	the	body	ensure	that	its	many	tenants	remain	warm	when	they	have	no	electricity?	Braemar	arrived	at	the	headlines	this	year	with	the	residents	fearing	the	consequences	of	losing	their	fireplaces.	Heating	problems	-	Not	just	a	question	of	Braemar	-	the	matter	arose	when	the
Marr	Area	Committee	met	to	discuss	a	petition	from	the	Braemar	Community	Council.	The	Royal	Deeside	activists	are	fighting	to	prevent	controversial	plans	to	fire	coal	from	a	handful	of	local	authority	houses.	The	affected	residents	say	they	provide	vital	backup	in	case	of	storms	that	have	recently	left	them	powerless	for	long	spells.	Advisers	agreed
to	press	the	housing	service	to	suspend	the	scheme	on	hold,	and	a	final	decision	will	be	taken	in	the	coming	weeks.	But	they	also	decided	that	this	was	"not	just	a	matter	of	braeming",	with	the	ever-increasing	threat	of	severe	climate,	leaving	thousands	throughout	the	region	at	risk	of	prolonged.	Council	tenants	"Missing	Basic	Human	Rights"	Aboyne,
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orierevef	ed	61	:o£Ã§ÃacifireV	amitl​Ã	ortsigeR	:ocilbºÃP	etropsnarT	:laosseP	0	:odicelebatsE	onA	:edadirac	ad	oremºÃN	Stonehaven,	Chapelton	and	Ellon.Councillor	Anne	StirlingWelcoming	the	new	plan,	chair	of	Aberdeenshire	Council¢Ã​Â​Âs	communities	committee	Anne	Stirling,	said:	¢Ã​Â​ÂAs	ever,	the	plan	is	ambitious	and	one	that	we	will	do	our
best	to	achieve	in	full.	"Its	delivery	is	reliant	on	a	range	of	external	factors	during	what	is	still	a	very	challenging	time	but	we	will	make	the	most	of	every	opportunity	that	arises.¢Ã​Â​ÂThe	new	SHIP	will	support	the	ongoing	delivery	of	high	quality	and	energy	efficient	homes,	including	specialist	housing	provision	and	support,	as	well	as	improving
choice	for	those	looking	for	accommodation.¢Ã​Â​ÂCommittee	vice-chair	Judy	Whyte	said:	¢Ã​Â​ÂAs	well	as	increasing	the	amount	of	affordable	housing	available,	the	SHIP	focuses	on	enabling	people	with	particular	needs	to	access	suitable	accommodation	to	help	them	live	as	independently	as	possible.	¢Ã​Â​ÂEnergy	efficiency	is	also	very	important	given
the	challenges	around	energy	costs,	and	that	has	been	a	key	factor	in	shaping	the	plan."Beyond	that,	the	plan	will	also	support	local	housebuilding	and	contributes	towards	the	delivery	of	the	Scottish	Government¢Ã​Â​Âs	Housing	to	2040	vision.¢Ã​Â​ÂDetails	about	Aberdeenshire	Council¢Ã​Â​Âs	housing	service	can	be	found	at	and	the	SHIP	itself	can	be
found	at	Do	you	want	to	respond	to	this	article?	If	so,	click	here	to	submit	your	thoughts	and	they	may	be	published	in	print.	Aberdeenshire	Council	Community	Latest	News	David	Porter	Porter
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