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Laptops vs. Desktops

Which is the better computer?

Laptops vs. Desktops

The history of computers begins about 2000 years ago, starting with what was known as
the abacus, a wooden rack holding two horizontal wires with beads strung on them. From
there, computers grew. Computers as most would think of them began in 1936 and grew
from there. First there was the Z models – Z1 (the first binary computer, Z2 (the first fully
functioning electro-mechanical computer), Z3 (the first electronic, fully programmable
digital computer based on a binary floating-point number and switching system), and Z4
(used punched cards to store programs and had a mechanical memory able to hold 1, 024
words and several card readers) created by a German construction engineer by the name
of Konrad Zuse. He wanted to overcome the difficulties of keeping track of large
calculations. He understood that an automatic-calculator would require a control, a
memory, and a calculator. The block structure of the Z3 is somewhat identical to a modern
computer. It consisted of separate units, some being a punch tape reader, control unit,



floating-point arithmetic unit, and input/output devices.[1] Between 1939 and 1942,
Professor John Atanasoff and Clifford Berry, built the world’s first electronic digital
computer at Iowa State University. The Atanasoff-Berry Computer portrayed many
improvements in computing, including a binary system of arithmetic, parallel processing,
regenerative memory, and a separation of memory and computing functions. This model
was able to calculate approximately one operation every fifteen seconds. [2]

Grace Hopper and Howard Aiken were the inventors of the MARK computers at Harvard
University. The series began ...
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