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If God loves us, why does He allow us to suffer? The central question in Shadowlands
challenges traditional religious and moral conventions. It is a question asked by many, with
few satisfactory answers. Before attempting to answer the question, and explore its
relationship to Shadowlands, let us first define the question, so its implications may be
more clearly understood. At the heart of the question is a doubt in the goodness of God, "If
God loves us". From the beginning it is clear that God is being judged and criticized by the
question. Then the second phrase follows"Why does He allow us to suffer?". The 
assumption made in the second phrase is that God has enough control over the world to
prevent suffering. If He can prevent suffering, and He really loves us, then why shouldn' t
He excercise that control, and prevent needless suffering?

Not preventing suffering is the same as actively inflicting it. Humans generally believe that
if they love another person, they should prevent their loved ones from suffering. Why
shouldn't God be the same? If a human causes suffering for an...
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