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Race: Is It a Valid Issue?Biological advancements such as Darwinism and Mendelian
genetics had a profound impact on the study of race in the scientific community. These
new concepts eventually led some scientists to question the validity of traditional notions
about race. The resulting debates continue even today. The idea of race, especially in
citizens of this country, evokes strong feelings because of the enormous social
implications associated with racial identity. The social connotations of racial categories
have had a profound influence on the way scientists understand human variation. Early
ideas of race were colored by these connotations, and they still play a critical role in the
way we understand race today. This paper will explore, with an emphasis on historical
context, the current debates over whether to continue to inlude race in scientific, and
especially medical, studies.Recently, some scientists have advocated the elimination of
race from scientific studies altogether. They argue that it is not a useful category for the
study of human subjects. Others argue just as strongly that it is. It will be helpful to first
examine the historical development of the concept of race before examining the
usefulness of race in scientific investigations.Race is a relatively new concept. Ancient
civilizations, though they encountered and included people from many different parts of the
world, did not make social distinctions based on physical appearance. They distinguished
people according to customs and religion; not race. Acclaimed classicist Frank M.



Snowden writes:The Egyptians, whose contacts with Nubia dated back to the Old
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