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The Triangle Between Othello, Iago, and Cassio

I chose to look at the triangle between Othello , Iago, and Cassio because these three
men are very important in the play. They are important to each other and the people
around them. The relationship between the three of them is very strange because
someone is always trying to get back at the other one and they don’t care about each
others feelings or anyone else’s. In the end this leads to a blood shed fight.

Othello is the main character, heÕs the head of the Vinician army and he has just made
Cassio his Lieutenant. Iago is very upset by this because he wanted to become Lieutenant
but what he doesnÕt realize is that in some ways heÕs more important to Othello just
without the title. Iago is OthelloÕs right hand man but Iago canÕt take that he wants more.
The main problem that IÕve noticed in this play is a lack of communication and trust
between the characters.

Even though Iago must figure out a way to get get this position as Lieutenant I donÕt think



he hateÕs Cassio or Othello. Iago is a very power hungry character and he will do
anything and hurt anyone to get what he wants. Iago just canÕt understand how he could
be chosen over someone who is very naive, but he never even asked Othello why he
wasnÕt chosen as Lieutenant. Maybe Othello had a good reason for not giving him that
position and he may have had another position waiting for Iago. Being in this situation
leaves Iago to be jealous of Cassio and very angry with Othello, and the question WHY? (
But Iago never asks this question)

Othello is a very strong will and minded character but also very naive in believing
everything that Iago tells him.

His other weakness is the love he has for his wife Desdemona. Othello being head of an
army, I would assume would not be so gullible to believe everything he hears. But then
you also have to look at who its coming from his Òright hand manÓ , but even so
wouldnÕt you search around and try to find out for yourself whether or not all these
accusations are true. Othello trusts Iago to much and doesnÕt really think for himself, he
automatically believes in Iago which gives Iago even more power and control over his
mind.
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