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Plastics today play an important part in cutting-edge technologies such as the space
program, bullet-proof vests and prosthetic limbs, as well as in everyday products such as
beverage containers, medical devices and automobiles. Recycled plastics are used to
make polymeric timbers for use in picnic tables, fences, and outdoor toys, thus saving
natural lumber. Plastic from 2-liter bottles is even being spun into fiber for the production of
carpet. They are such a valuable resource, that, as a society, we have become dependent
on plastics. It is essential that we develop programs to assure this resource will always be
available in the future.

Plastics are being used in so many different ways. Whether you are aware of it or not,
plastics play and important part in your life. Plastics' versatility allow it to be used in
everything from car parts to doll parts, from soft drink bottles to the refrigerators they are
stored in. From the car you drive to work in to the television you watch when you get
home, plastics help make your life easier and better. So how is it that plastics have



become so widely used? How did plastics become the material of choice for so many
varied applications? The simple answer is that plastics are the material that can provide
the things consumers want and need. Plastics have the unique capability to be
manufactured to meet very specific functional needs for consumers. So maybe there's
another q...
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