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Laertes and Polonius as Foils to Hamlet

Foils are the minor characters in a play that aid in developing the more important
characters. By using the similarities and differences between two characters, the audience
can get a better understanding of that major character. In Hamlet, Shakespeare uses
many foils to develop the major characters of his play. Two foils that Shakespeare used to
develop Hamlet's character were Laertes and Polonius.

One of the foils important to the play is Laertes. Although Laertes does not appear often in
the play, he brings much to the plot and to Hamlet's character. These two are similar in
many ways. They both seem to be about the same age, are well educated, and 
gentleman. One main thing that they have in common is they both are seeking revenge for
their father's deaths. Both of their fathers were unnecessarily killed. Hamlet's father was
killed by his father's brother for the crown and his wife, and Hamlet killed Laertes' father
over mistaken identity. It was the revenge of these two that made up the plot of the story.
Because of Laertes, the two could finally fulfill their revenge in the battle at the end that
killed both Hamlet and the new king. If Laertes had not challenged Hamlet, the king would
have died by some other way; however, the king died by poisoning just as he had killed his



brother.

Another similarity in the play is the fact that both Laertes and Hamlet died by the poisoned
tip of the same sword. Laertes and Hamlet were the last two to die. This completed the
circle of everyone that had been directly involved in the disgraceful scandal had died. [SS]
The poison killed the King, Queen, Hamlet, and Laertes, Polonius was killed by Ha...
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...of the foils Shakespeare used to develop Hamlet's character. The one that did the best in
accomplishing this task was Laertes, though. Laertes and Hamlet had a common goal, and
if it hadn't been for him[,] the story would have taken a totally different route. Polonius was
a good foil in that he convinced everyone that Ophelia was the cause of Hamlet's
madness. If he hadn't been Ophelia's father, this part of the story may not have been as
effective.
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