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Learning Disabilities: ADHDAttention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD) is a condition
that can affect any person’s behavior and way of life. In their book, Special Education,
J.Ysseldyke and B. Algozzine state that no area has experienced as much growth as
learning disabilities. It is by far the largest of all special education categories. Enormous
changes in the last century have changed the way society treats children with disabilities.
Psychologist William Lee Heward affirms that in the 1800’s there were few public
provisions dealing with adults or children with special needs. Psychologists researched in
order to discover the characteristics of a person with ADHD and the effects it has on
human behavior. Teachers, parents, and other people have an important role in dealing
with a person who has the condition. Special education today is an area of growing
interest and of continuing controversies.Full and fair access to educational opportunities
was often denied to children who were different because of race, culture, language,
gender, or exceptionality (Banks and Banks 293). Because local school officials did not
have any legal obligation to grant students with disabilities the same educational access
that other non disabled students enjoyed, many schools denied enrollment to children with
learning disabilities. This exclusion had to be corrected making it necessary to make laws
governing the education of exceptional children. As a consequence, in 1975 Law 94-142,
Congress passed the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). This law has



changed education throughout the country affecting and changing the roles of special
educators, schools, administrators, parents and many other professionals involved in
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