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Jumping the Border

Imagine this, living in a very small town, smaller than Kachina Village, with only one store
where you could make and receive phone calls, there are no public phones, no residential
phone lines, no electricity and no running water. The roads are not paved until you get to
the main road where people travel the most. The next town is about thirty minutes away,
and there is only one bus that comes to this small town once a week, so people can go
shopping and do other things. In this small town there are hardly any vehicles, people
either walk, bike, or ride donkeys. There are hardly any jobs and so the only thing you can
do is to leave for another place and look for a job to support your family. If someone told
you that there was a place where people had many opportunities to find work and make
better money, would you go? This small town I am describing is a place called La Huertilla
in a state called Oaxaca in Mexico; it is the place where my son Mauricio’s grandparents
live.

Many young children are being torn apart from their families. Many parents come to the
United States to make money and send back. They would leave their children with
grandparents or other family members, until they are able to bring them up to the U.S.



Is there a way the United States could open up the Mexican and United States border? If
we as American citizens can cross into Mexico without showing passports, visas, and
driver licenses, why could we not turn around and do the same for Mexico’s people who
would like to enter the United States. The United States should allow Mexican Immigrants
to migrate and visit freely, because I believe it is not fair for the Americans to not have to
show papers, while Mexicans have to.

Imagine yourself leaving for another country only with one belief that it will be to better
support your family. With this engraved in your mind you pack a small bag with only three
pairs of clothes to change into. You are finally at the border, after leaving your loved ones
behind, reassuring them you will send money to support them. Now you have to decide
when you will jump the border.
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