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Professional

I remember when my sister and I would play school with our friends. It was one of the best
experiences that I had. It was this experience that helped me make up my mind about
being a teacher. Now as I move through the different stages in the educational program, I
have determined that I have developed certain beliefs. By teaching and working with
children, people can see my beliefs. My philosophy towards education is progressivism.
Progressivism can be found in my views about public schools, my teaching methods, and
my curriculum.

First, my view towards public schools comes from my own experiences, as a student and
from my observations. The main purpose of education is to teach students knowledge that
will help them out in the world. Education is important because times change, and as
people, we need to have the knowledge that will help us survive. I want to teach
knowledge of the past and present for they can prepare for the future. An example is that
the students, from my first observation, were very curious about the war that is happening.
They kept asking the teacher questions. Because of this she discussed with them other
wars which America and other countries have fought and compared them to the war that is



happening now. Now they can come to their own conclusions. Students can look at school
as a challenge for them to master, not as a burden. As they move through the grades, they
will build upon the knowledge they learned from me.

Another objective of public schools is for students to realize that they are important not just
as a class, but as an individual. As a teacher, I want my students to know that they have a
voice in what we do as a class. Chi...
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...on plans I notice that some part of my views have changed. I have gained a newfound
respect for teachers. At my first placement all I had to do was just observe the classroom. I
helped with lessons, and I graded papers. But during the second placement I had to play
the role of the teacher. For this observation I had to teach 2 lessons. I went through the
whole process. I did the research, paper work, and teaching the lesson itself. I now know
how teachers feel about the process. It is hard work for a 15-minute lesson. The teachers
do this for 7 subjects per day. Some people think teaching is an easy job, but they don’t
know the whole process of teaching. Now I have a taste of all the views of education:
student’s view, an outsider’s view, and finally a teacher’s view. The placements have
been very educational for me. I can’t wait for my next placement.
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