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Sitting Bull

In 1831 an indian child was born, of the Sioux Nation and the Hunkpapa Tribe. His father,
Sitting Bull, and mother, Her-holy-door, did not name him Sitting Bull, he was named
Jumping Badger. He was never called Jumping Badger, he was called Slow because of
his willful and deliberate ways.

When Slow was fourteen he insisted on going along with the adult warriors into battle.
Usually the untrained youths were errand boys while learning about battle conditions.
Slow, screaming a war cry, jumped into the battle when he saw a Crow splitting away from
the main battle and knocked him from his horse, earning his first coup. Another warrior
swarmed in for the kill and counted the second coup. This coup elevated Slow to the
status of Warrior. His father performed the necessary rituals and renamed him Sitting Bull,
taking the name Jumping Bull for himself..

When Slow was freed from the cradle board he was instructed in the warrior ways by his
father and uncle, Four Horns. They spent hours each day sharpening his riding and
shooting skills. Success in the two basic roles - war and hunting - depended on the ability



to maneuver a speeding pony in tight circumstances and the swiftness and accuracy of
launching arrows from a bow. Slow was reared to excel in both. By his tenth year, Slow
had absorbed the traditions and customs of war and the hunt, but like the other kids he
played the games they loved because they were fun and because they taught them how to
win, which was important for a warrior. Slow was taught from earliest childhood about the
four top indian qualities: bravery, fortitude, generosity, and wisdom. Bravery came first,
and war honor were carefully judged. The warrior who most fearlessly risked his life
earned the admiration of all the people and received the most cherished honors. First coup
(striking an ene!

my with a coup stick) showed more daring than slaying. A warrior who had counted first
coup, (or second or third) bragged about it. They had to have it witnessed, and was given
an eagle feather to wear in his hair as a badge of honor. The best warriors only wore one
or two feathers on a daily basis and wore their full bonnets (some warriors had bonnets
with feathers clear down to their heels) for formal ceremonies.

Sitting Bull and Light Hair, his first wife, had one son who died at the age of four. He then
adopted his s...
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...25th. The attack failed miserably, Custer failed to follow his own highly respected scouts
report. Custer was told of many more indians than he could handle. The battle lasted three
days. Sitting Bull in a vision at Medicine Rock on June 14th saw thi!

s victory for his people. Sitting Bull had offered a hundred pieces of skin, cut from his
arms, as a sacrifice to the Great Spirit during their big Sun Dance so his people would live
right before his vision.

The summation of Sitting Bulls' importance in the Battle of Little Bighorn as written by
Robert M. Utley tells us of the respect Sitting Bull commanded from all. "Sitting Bull's
significance at the Little Bighorn lay not in flaunting bravery, or directing the movements of
warriors, or even inspiring them to fight. It lay rather in a leadership so wise and powerful
that it drew together and held together a muscular coalition of tribes, one so infused with
his defiant cast of mind that it could rout Three Stars (General Cook) and annihilate Long
Hair (General Custer). Never had the Sioux and Cheyennes triumphed so spectacularly,
and never would they again. For that, more than any other chief, they could thank Sitting
Bull."
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