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Problems with Public Schools

In order to fully understand the issue of school vouchers, we must examine first the current
situation in public schools and identify the problems. Then, we must look at the effect
vouchers will have on these problems. Finally, we must discuss the objections to vouchers
leveled by their main political opponents.

In order to examine the potential benefits of school choice, we must first look to the current
situation in American education. Public schools today are in a state of crisis, while access
to private schools is diminished because the private schools cannot adequately sell what
some are giving away for free. The organizational structure of these public schools is
inherent to the centralized and bureaucratic structure (Boaz and Barrett 1996). The crisis
in American schools takes three major forms. First, student academic performance is
declining, particularly in urban areas and among traditionally disadvantaged student
populations. Second, discipline and moral behavior is quickly becoming non-existent.
Third, the per-pupil expenditure is inflated beyond what is necessary.

Declining Academic Performance



The first problem with public school today is that academic performance is declining,
particularly in urban areas and among disadvantaged populations. America is faced with
an educational crisis in two areas: business skills and liberal education. First, we examine
the problem with skills. In the 1980?s, America?s ?education crisis? received widespread
publicity. Several reports were done on the impact of this education crisis on the
workforce. These reports, especially those by the Hudson Institute and David Kearns,
indicated massive shortcomings in education that left high-s...
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