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Social inequality in 1820s

Social equality has been a goal of America since its very beginning. However, it was only
an intention to be socially equal, but not a goal. Social equality or the fact that all men
were created equal only applied to the white man. There was no intention in meaning that
the blacks and Indians or even the women were equal. In the eyes of the delegates, and
the common white majority, blacks, indians, and women were not an issue. To them, it
was apparent that blacks were kids, Indians were savages, and women were
homemakers. From the late 18th century to the mid 19th century was the greatest era of
social and racial inequality in all American history.

The Declaration of Independence states, "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." This infamous
passage written by Thomas Jefferson on July 4th, 1776, states that ALL men are created
equal and are entitled to Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. Although this
statement has been argued about its actual meaning hundreds of times by students,
philosophers, historians, etc., it still is relevant in discussing the true intentions of the new




nation. If all men were created equal then why were there slaves? Why did the
government deny the Indians of their rights? Why was there so much injustice? That
phrase simply meant that all free citizens were politically equal. This did not apply to
blacks or women under the eyes of the signers. As time went by, the meaning "All Men are
created equal” took a meaning different than that of the common people in 1776. The
years following the establishment of the new nation were times of refining and tuning of the
new government. The question of the true meaning of "All Men are Created Equal" arised
again and again until it influenced the minds of Americans that is was time for social
equality.

In order to understand the reasons why blacks were treated so cruelly and socially
unequal is to understand the perspective of whites in the era from the late 18th century to
the late 19th century.

"It (the south) must pettify the institution and its own reactions, must begin to boast at its
own Great Heart. To have heard them talk, indeed, you would have thought the sole
reason ...
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...m to move in the dead of winter. In other words, the Indians were said to have had
rights, but never really had any because the American Government constantly changed
the rules because of their lack of respect towards the Indians and their belief that they
were inferior.

In Conclusion, the period between the late 18th century to the mid 19th century was one of
the most socially and racially unequal times in all of AMerican History. The rights
described in our Declaration of Independence were irrelevant to minorities, the assumption
that "All Men Are Created Equal" was only applied to white men and not minorities like
Blacks and Indians. Blacks were treated like children in this period, thought to be inferior
and uncivilized and therefore not even rights. Even worse, Indians were promised rights
and land, only to have both stripped from them by the American government through
means of "treaties”, agreements, and war. This period was truly one of the most wrong
and unequal periods of American History, however, it was a landmark in the creation of a
new nation. While all these social inequalities existed, America flourished and grew to be
one of the greatest nations in the world.
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