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Technology Available

Given that the Fine Arts contain expression such as sculpting, painting, drawing, dance,
theater, music, etc, there are countless opportunities for advancement within the
curriculum. Having such a broad range of options enables different types of technological
support to be introduced to both teachers and students. Theater students use technology
constantly, whether it's accessing the computer catalog to find plays for study or on the
Internet for reviews or to study about a particular playwright.

Technology is a central part of technical theater as well. The lights used to illuminate the
stage are computer driven and must be programmed correctly (Marshall, 1998). Visual arts
students study laser discs, which are used in teaching and learning art history. They also
use the CD-ROM drives in Macintosh-based computers to study color mixing, art forms,
current trends in visual arts and art history (Marshall, 1998). There is a computer graphics
lab at their disposal, which is used to teach animation and the creation of art. Images
downloaded from the Internet are modified and adapted to create original works of art
(Marshall, 1998). “The visual arts students are required to become handy with 35mm copy
stand photography as they document everything they do for their portfolios. Working with



computer animation and photography are important skills for visual artists in the field
today” (Marshall, 1998). Music programs also include advancements, “for
example…students learn about acoustics, lighting, seating arrangements, ergonomics, and
personal programming in the context of how the built environment affects musical
performance. The technology includes building models of spaces to incorporate specific
acoustical properties and studying types and colors of lights” (Marshall, 1998).

Those are just a few ways in which all Fine Arts categories use technology to improve their
class content. The world will keep advancing; it’s up to the educators to take advantage of
such learning enhancers.

What Practices are Guiding Students in the Fine Arts Today

Several educators express a need for a more vigorous and expanded arts curriculum. In
schools today, the Fine Arts programs seem to be the underdogs of education. In fact, the
arts are an incredibly important and integral part of a students learning and development.
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