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Parents

Pushy parents are a very touchy subject to talk about. When it comes to the well fare of
children, people are always ready to jump and point fingers at others without gathering the
facts. The parents of theatre, gifted, and talented children get these nasty fingers pointed
at them and most are due to the generalization that the media has made portraying these
parents as mean, self righteous, and abusive. The honest truth is that parents care for
their children and are not pushy, but instead they direct their children in becoming good
adults by protecting them, encouraging them, and being dedicated to them.

In his review of The Trouble With Perfect/The Successful Child/Positive Pushing (Book),
Douglas C. Lord talks about the role of the parent. The role of the parent is to protect their
children and provide for them all they can to insure that they have the proper tools in order
to be successful in life. These tools include such things as having good morals, strong
work ethics, phenomenal character, etc. Providing their kids with the mentioned tools,
parents protect their kids from becoming failures in life and give them the option to make
something of themselves, which far exceeds the expectations of their parents. Parents
have to do these things in order to direct their kids. This is believed to be an “absolute



moral imperative” (Lord). If your parents did not provide you with these tools, where would
you be?

“Pageant moms are the worst,” is something that I heard once. This I have to say is false.
The moms and dads of the performing art children have to be the most dedicated parents I
personally have ever seen. These parents spend all of their time and energy helping their
kids exceed and they always remind their kids of how much they love them. These are
almost the craziest and most fanatic parents of them all. They follow their children from
competition to competition, from performance to performance, from dance class to
rehearsals. These parents are always there and are always willing to help.
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