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Prostitution - Thailand/Canada

Introduction

Prostitution exists in almost all cultures and civilizations of the world today. Just as the
cultures differ richly from one another, prostitution and prostitution policy vary greatly
throughout the globe. Although the act of prostitution itself is widely similar all over, the
policies that are affecting the sex trade are the most influential in shaping the unique and
individual sex industries of different countries. This paper takes a look at two very different
countries with very different cultural value systems within them. Not surprisingly their
perspectives on prostitution differ significantly as well. These two nations are Canada and
Thailand; classic examples of Western culture and Eastern culture. We have found no
study that suggests that prostitution is more prevalent in either culture, but in general
prostitution carries less of a social stigma in Eastern Nations, especially Thailand, than it
does in the Western Nations.

To begin with we shall examine the specific prostitution legislation within each country, but
as we shall soon see the difference between legislation and practice is remarkable.



Although prostitution has existed for thousands of years, laws controlling the nature of the
sex trade are only a few hundred years old. An epidemic of sexually transmitted disease in
16th century Europe, led to the first serious efforts to control prostitution, as public health
considerations demanded further regulatory legislation. Morality and cultural ethics have
also played a huge role in determining the position of prostitutes in society. When
analyzing the difference between the Canadian sex trade and the Thai sex trade, it is
extremely important to keep in mind how Judeo-Christian ethics form the foundation of the
Canadian policy.

Prostitution laws in Canada

Throughout Canada’s history, prostitution has been legal. However, a visitor or even a
citizen may never be aware of this fact. This is due to the impeding laws stated in the
Canadian criminal code. Canada has a very clear position on prostitution in theory. Part VII
of the Canadian criminal code; Laws pertaining to prostitution, state that “bawdy houses”
are illegal (Criminal Code sections 210 and 211), procuring and living on the avails of
prostitution of another person are also prohibited (section 212). Procuring and living on
the...
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...ior is widely accepted in the tourist districts of Thailand, and these girls who service the
farangs are part of an established subculture.

What does the future hold for Canada and Thailand? Although Canada has recently been
increasing criminilization policies, the effects of these policies are just now being looked at.
In 1995 many provinces worked together to form the Federal-Provincial-Territorial Working
Group on prostitution. The Working Group has been since trying to reform prostitution laws
throughout Canada. Referring once again to that Judeo-Christian ethic, the biggest
problem in handling prostitution for Western countries is that nobody wants to enact any
law that seemingly condones prostitution. The growing opinion is however that the
problems of prostitution are not problems of social morality, but problems of social order,
and accepting prostitution is the quickest way to control it.

As far as Thailand goes, they may not have the technology or industry of the Western
nations, but they are advanced enough to have already realized that sex for sale is not a
threat. It seems as if the state of affairs will continue in Thailand, as they are now, for quite
some time.
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