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Nemean Stadium

Based on Legend, approximately around 776 BCE, Koroibos crossed the finish line at the
altar of Zeus and was crowned the first winner in Olympic history. Thus was the beginning
of the ancient phenomenon of the Olympic Games. A time where all war would come to a
pause as men would test their valor against fellow man in peaceful physical competition.
This competition was partaken in stadiums at select locations. These men were
considered elite athletes and representative of many men. This made the games important
in more ways than competition. They were also political, social and a major source of pride
within ancient Greece. But these Olympic games only came around every four years, so
others followed. Along with the Olympic games three others joined forming the Panhellenic
athletic festivals. They were the Pythian, Isthmian, and Nemean games. The sites for
these games grew in extravagance as well as popularity over time and in turn the stadiums
the games were to be held in also grew in extravagance.

The stadium at Nemea was particularly one of extravagance and prestige. The University
of California at Berkley has done a great deal for the Nemean site in the past 25 years.
They have uncovered a stadium dated circa 330 BCE along with a tunnel, which is said to



have been an athlete entrance to the stadium. Extensive study of the Nemean stadium
and tunnel has been done and the site is well documented. The impacts of such a great
archaeological find is wonderful and has inspired many to even reenact the infamous
Nemean Games. Through basic review of fact and study the following will briefly detail the
findings of the stadium at Nemea and its tunnel.

The site at Nemea had many visitors, known to have started as early as 1766, excavating
parts mostly in search of treasures from the Sanctuary of Zeus. The earliest mention of the
stadium was from Colonel William Leake, approximately during the 18th century, from
where he located the stadium. Unfortunately no real excavation was done until 1973 when
the University of Berkley began a large scale dig under the advisory of the American
School of Classical Studies, Athens and the guidance of Stephen G Miller. The
investigation began an extensive yearly excavation from 1974- 1983 and since then many
smaller projects have steadily occurred.
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