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New Age VotingThe government of the United States of America is founded upon the
Constitution, written by our forefathers to create a working democracy incapable of
transforming into a monarchy. Basic human rights were established, and power, although
little, was given to each individual. The power given to the people can also be referred to
as a voice, and in the election system we use, we call this voice a vote. This country
fought for and gained its independence from injustices placed upon our ancestors’ lives.
Our leaders made sure that these injustices would not occur again, and that by speaking
out, by voting, the people could be appeased in the best way possible. Why is it that so
many young adults between the ages of 18 and 29, those who apparently have so much to
complain about, aren’t using their voices?As a whole, only about half of the population
eligible to vote does so. In the election of our forty-third president, fifty one percent of
those eligible voted. The young adult age group, 18-29, makes up the smallest part of that
group. Seventeen percent of eligible voters between this age group voted (Lewis). In the
latest presidential election, 30 million 18-30 year olds did not vote (Anthony, Skaags). Only
a small percentage of voters came out of this age group-the smallest; however, it is not
uncommon to see members of the group participating in protests or other complaint
oriented activities with the intent of making change. Change is able to come easier than
most people think.We have a say in everything we do. That “say” does not always come



from our lips; it comes from the ballot. This is important because the government plays an
integral role in everything we do. It may not seem like it, and directly, it really isn’t that
important to the little everyday things we do, but indirectly, we encounter it all the time.
That extra weekend spending money: tax returns. The helpful financial boost that allowed
you to open your own small business: government loans. The money needed for important
schooling or research: grants. The government also gives back to us by attempting to
improve the economy, creating more jobs for the unemployed, and creating programs for
general interest.
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