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Making	money	playing	games	has	become	a	viable	revenue	stream	for	many	in	the	last	few	years.	With	so	many	different	platforms	to	choose	from	and	amazing	games	coming	out,	the	video	game	industry	has	seen	a	massive	increase	in	players.	Playing	video	games	can	be	a	great	way	to	unwind	and	might	end	up	becoming	a	great	way	to	earn	some
extra	money.	We’ll	go	through	how	to	make	money	playing	games	in	this	article	and	include	some	platforms	where	you	can	get	started.Can	You	Make	Money	Playing	Games?Yes,	you	can	make	money	playing	games.	There	are	a	few	different	ways	to	make	money	through	gaming,	including	playing	online	games,	making	video	game	content	or
journalist,	participating	in	live	professional	gaming	events,	and	live	streaming	their	gameplay.How	Much	Money	Can	You	Make	Playing	Video	Games?The	amount	of	money	you	can	make	playing	video	games	will	significantly	vary	depending	on	the	kinds	of	games	you	play,	the	content	you	create,	the	platforms	you	use,	and	the	amount	of	time	you
dedicate.Reports	indicate	that	gamers	can	earn	anywhere	between	$20	an	hour	to	$200	an	hour	for	game	playing,	but	there	is	no	way	to	establish	an	average.	However,	these	earnings	can	be	increased	by	participating	in	activities	such	as	game	tournaments,	which	often	offer	cash	prizes	and	other	incentives.	Game	tournaments	can	pay	anywhere	in
the	thousands	per	tournament.How	to	Make	Money	Playing	Video	GamesThere	are	many	opportunities	to	make	your	mark	in	the	gaming	industry	and	earn	money	while	you’re	at	it.	Depending	on	your	interests	and	time	commitments,	you	can	find	your	niche	in	video	games	and	earn	money	for	pursuing	an	interest.	Gerard	“HipHopGamer”	Williams,	is
a	good	example	of	this,	and	he	started	in	2007.	We’ll	go	through	some	of	the	top	ways	to	make	money	playing	video	games.1.	Create	a	Youtube	channelMany	avid	game	players	make	money	in	the	gaming	world	via	a	YouTube	channel.	You	can	run	live	streams	or	pre-recorded	videos	of	your	gameplay	for	others	to	watch	as	you	go	through	the
game.You	can	also	post	video	game	tutorials,	gameplay	tutorials,	reviewing	games,	and	general	gaming	tips	on	your	YouTube	channel	to	boost	your	following	and	monetize	your	channel.	You	will	earn	a	percentage	of	ad	revenue	when	your	viewers	watch	video	or	banner	ads	on	your	gaming	videos.2.	Become	a	video	game	developerIf	you’d	rather	be
behind	the	scenes	and	want	to	be	both	a	skilled	player	and	a	game	designer,	then	becoming	a	video	game	developer	might	be	the	right	path	for	you.You	can	work	with	game	design	companies	to	create	a	new	game	and	become	part	of	the	video	game	industry	as	you	earn	money.	Game	developers	work	with	a	video	game	company	to	earn	money,	with
the	average	salary	being	anywhere	between	$60,000-70,000	a	year.	You	can	browse	job	boards	to	understand	what	requirements	are	needed	for	a	game	developer,	as	each	company	will	likely	have	different	requirements.3.	Set	up	a	video	game	coaching	businessIf	you	like	teaching	and	playing	games,	you	can	combine	the	two	interests	to	set	up	a
video	game	coaching	business.	As	a	video	game	coach,	your	responsibilities	would	entail	walking	through	gameplay	tutorials,	giving	players	tips	and	advice,	and	helping	players	improve	as	they	practice	for	video	game	tournaments.You	can	set	up	your	coaching	business,	so	it’s	a	mixture	of	one-on-one	teaching	and	watching	videos	so	that	clients	feel
engaged	and	motivated	to	play	better.	Video	games	coaches	can	earn	anywhere	between	$26,000	a	year	to	$75,000	a	year	depending	on	expertise,	the	game,	and	other	factors4.	Become	a	video	game	journalistAnother	great	way	to	explore	your	interest	in	video	games	is	to	become	a	video	game	journalist.	You’ll	report	on	new	releases	from	video
game	companies,	play	games	and	write	reviews,	report	on	gaming	tournaments,	and	more.You	can	be	a	freelance	video	game	journalist	or	apply	to	write	for	a	video	game	publication.	On	average,	most	video	game	journalists	earn	between	$26,000-$103,000	based	on	their	expertise,	profile,	and	portfolio.5.	Become	a	QA	testerWhen	games	are	being
developed,	a	game	tester	is	needed	before	the	game	can	be	released.	That	means	playing	the	game,	providing	feedback	on	the	quality,	the	game	itself,	and	reporting	any	bugs	or	issues	you’re	spotting.As	a	quality	assurance	game	tester,	you	can	work	with	a	new	or	upgraded	game	and	help	make	it	better.	A	video	game	quality	assurance	tester	can
earn	about	$50,000	a	year	on	average,	but	it	can	also	go	to	higher	ranges	based	on	experience.6.	Become	a	Twitch	streamerTwitch	is	one	of	the	most	popular	gaming	sites	in	the	world,	and	many	gamers	earn	real	money	by	streaming	their	gameplay	on	the	platform.	And	it	is	one	of	the	more	legit	money-making	apps	in	gaming.	So,	learning	how	to
make	money	on	Twitch	will	pay	off.	Twitch	enables	users	by	monetizing	their	live	streams	through	ads,	subscriptions,	and	more.	Twitch	can	be	a	lucrative	way	to	use	your	gaming	habit	to	make	money	and	gain	a	following	for	yourself.	So,	learning	how	to	make	money	on	Twitch	is	a	good	way	to	start	understanding	the	platform.7.	Create	video	game
tutorialsYou	can	create	specialized	video	game	tutorials	and	post	them	on	social	media	platforms	such	as	YouTube	and	Twitch	to	make	additional	money.	You	can	boost	your	bank	account	while	teaching	others	how	to	play	new	and	upgraded	games	and	impart	your	wisdom.	You	can	choose	to	focus	on	a	particular	game	and	build	a	niche	or	create
tutorials	for	many	games	to	attract	a	wider	audience.Apps	and	Websites	That	Will	Pay	You	to	Play	Video	GamesIf	you’re	looking	for	more	ways	to	make	money	while	playing	games,	other	options	are	available	online	through	mobile	games	and	websites.	To	answer	the	question	on	how	to	make	money	gaming,	we’ll	look	at	some	alternative	options	to
make	money	while	playing	games	on	your	mobile	phone	or	computer.8.	MistplayMistplay	is	one	of	the	most	popular	game	apps	as	it	lets	users	earn	money	while	playing	games.	In	addition,	Mistplay	has	an	in-built	social	experience	that	makes	gameplaying	fun,	and	users	get	gift	cards	for	popular	retailers	as	they	play	and	discover	new	games.Mistplay
is	available	as	a	website	game	and	a	mobile	app	on	Android	and	iOS.9.	BlitzWith	Blitz,	users	can	play	against	other	team	members	simultaneously	and	make	money	while	playing	games	by	redeeming	their	points	for	gift	cards.	You	can	solve	multiple	puzzles	and	play	a	wide	range	of	games	with	Blitz,	including	Solitaire,	Bingo,	Pool,	Helix	Jump,	Ball
Blast,	Blackjack,	Poker,	and	more.Blitz	is	currently	available	as	a	mobile	app	on	Android	and	iOS.10.	Skillz	GamingSkillz	Gaming	is	an	eSports	platform	with	various	games	for	players.	Like	Blitz,	there	are	puzzle	games,	trivia	games,	fighting	games,	and	more	as	you	compete	against	other	players.	Earnings	are	paid	out	via	PayPal	cash	or	to	your
PayPal	account.Skillz	Gaming	is	currently	available	as	a	website	game	and	a	mobile	app	on	Android	and	iOS.11.	VeryDiceVeryDice	has	a	simple	premise:	Roll	dice	and	win	redeemable	tickets.	Players	win	tickets	for	each	roll,	and	the	prizes	vary	depending	on	their	dice	roll.	Users	can	redeem	their	tickets	for	items	such	as	electronics,	gadgets,	and
more	rather	than	gift	cards	or	vouchers.Skillz	Gaming	is	currently	available	as	a	website	game	and	a	mobile	app	on	Android	and	iOS.12.	Brain	BattleBrain	Battle	lets	users	win	money	as	they	play	video	games,	with	the	chance	to	earn	cash.	As	users	play	video	games,	they	are	entered	into	cash	prize	draws	to	give	them	a	chance	to	win	real	money	by
playing	different	kinds	of	games.Brain	Battle	is	currently	available	as	a	mobile	app	on	Android	and	iOS.13.	GAMEHAGGAMEHAG	rewards	users	for	playing	games	by	collecting	gems	that	can	be	used	to	redeem	rewards.	Focusing	mainly	on	fantasy	games,	GAMEHAG	players	can	collect	soul	gems	as	they	play	and	interact	with	the	community.	The
gems	can	be	redeemed	for	gift	cards,	vouchers,	with	new	options	being	added	frequently.GAMEHAG	is	currently	available	as	a	website	game	and	a	mobile	app	on	Android	and	iOS.How	to	Make	More	Money	GamingOnce	you	start	getting	the	hang	of	making	money	gaming,	you	can	then	start	thinking	about	how	to	maximize	your	earnings	even	more.
Here	are	some	key	tips	to	help	you	make	even	more	money	while	gaming:Participating	in	online	tournaments:	Gaming	sites	and	the	major	league	gaming	circuit	all	offer	great	opportunities	to	make	significant	income,	so	it’s	worth	considering.	You	can	watch	videos	and	tutorials	to	increase	your	skills	and	feel	more	confident	participating.Investing	in
the	right	gaming	equipment:	The	right	equipment	can	make	a	huge	difference	to	your	gaming	skills,	so	consider	investing	in	items	like	headsets,	keyboards,	and	gaming	laptops.Look	at	other	professional	gamers:	The	more	you	look	at	others	in	the	industry	doing	similar	things	to	you	and	how	they	make	money,	the	more	ideas	and	inspiration	you	can
get	to	increase	your	earnings	and	differentiate	yourself	from	others.Work	with	gaming	companies:	Increase	your	reach	and	engagement	(and	thereby	your	earnings)	by	working	with	gaming	companies	to	create	sponsored	deals,	like	giveaways	and	cash	rewards	for	followers.Image:	Depositphotos	Raise	your	hand	if	you’d	like	to	save	more	money.
Sixty-five	percent	of	Americans	kicked	off	the	year	with	a	financial	resolution—and	of	those,	nearly	two-thirds	said	that	building	a	habit	of	savings	was	their	top	strategy,	according	to	a	CIT	Bank	survey.	When	establishing	any	habit,	a	little	bit	of	intention	goes	a	long	way.	Read	on	for	some	simple	ways	to	start	saving	money	now	and	make	it	a	reality—
not	just	a	resolution.	Cash	in	on	credit	card	rewards.	If	you	have	the	discipline	to	use	them	responsibly,	cash-back	credit	cards	can	unlock	a	steady	stream	of	free	money.	The	Chase	Freedom	Unlimited	card,	for	example,	lets	you	earn	unlimited	1.5	percent	cash	back	every	time	you	swipe	your	card.	Many	rewards	cards	will	throw	in	sign-up	bonuses	to
boot.	The	key	is	to	use	them	only	for	essential	purchases	you	were	planning	on	making	anyway:	think	gas,	groceries,	your	phone	bill	and	so	on.	Just	be	sure	to	pay	off	the	balance	at	the	end	of	every	billing	cycle.	(This	last	step	is	critical.	Getting	slammed	with	interest	negates	any	cash-back	rewards.)	Pick	up	a	side	hustle.	Landing	a	steady	side	hustle
or	two	could	be	just	the	thing	to	bump	up	your	savings	account.	The	average	side	gigger	earns	over	$8,000	per	year	on	top	of	their	regular	income,	according	to	a	2018	Bankrate	survey.	It	isn’t	all	that	surprising	that	37	percent	of	Americans	are	cashing	in.	If	moonlighting	as	an	Uber	driver	isn’t	your	thing,	don’t	be	afraid	to	think	outside	the	box.
There	are	plenty	of	side	hustles	out	there	that	require	little	effort	to	get	off	the	ground—from	completing	micro	tasks	to	taking	surveys.	Boost	your	investing	game.	If	you	haven’t	already	begun	investing,	the	time	to	get	in	on	the	action	is	always	now—thanks	to	the	power	of	compound	interest.	Mutual	funds	and	exchange-traded	funds	(ETFs)	are	your
friend	here.	Look	to	your	401(k)	to	get	started,	especially	if	your	employer	offers	any	sort	of	match.	If	that’s	not	an	option,	an	individual	retirement	account	(IRA)	is	another	great	way	to	grow	your	wealth	over	the	long	term.	Is	investing	already	part	of	your	financial	routine?	Upping	your	efforts	is	one	way	to	save	even	more	for	the	future.	Enter	high-
dividend	stocks.	Dividends	are	payouts	some	companies	dole	out	to	their	investors	in	addition	to	regular	returns.	(Think	of	it	as	a	nice	little	cherry	on	top.)	Just	don’t	neglect	the	rest	of	your	portfolio.	Staying	diversified	with	a	good	mix	of	different	securities	is	the	best	way	to	set	yourself	up	for	overall	growth.	Bargain	down	your	current	bills.	Skim
over	your	budget	and	zero	in	on	recurring	expenses.	Those	who	are	willing	to	put	in	a	little	bit	of	effort	may	be	able	to	bring	down	their	spending	simply	by	asking.	Everything	from	your	internet	bill	to	your	cable	package	to	your	cell	phone	plan	is	pretty	much	negotiable—opening	the	door	for	hundreds	of	dollars	of	savings.	Over	80	percent	of
consumers	who	asked	for	a	lower	credit	card	APR	were	able	to	bring	down	their	interest	rate	an	average	of	6	percentage	points,	according	to	a	2018	CompareCards.com	survey.	Negotiate	a	pay	raise.	While	your	annual	review	is	the	perfect	time	to	make	your	case	for	a	pay	raise,	you	certainly	don’t	have	to	wait	for	it	to	roll	around.	Being	proactive	and
reminding	your	higher-ups	of	your	successes	at	work	can	go	a	long	way	in	increasing	your	earnings.	When	initiating	the	pay	raise	conversation,	it’s	all	about	proving	your	worth.	Be	ready	to	show	your	value	with	concrete	examples	of	ways	you’ve	helped	the	company’s	bottom	line.	Average	merit	pay	increases,	as	they’re	called,	could	give	your	salary	a
4-	to	5-percent	boost,	according	to	Salary.com.	Review	your	non-monthly	expenses.	Non-monthly	expenses	are	random	bills	that	creep	up	on	you	throughout	the	year.	We’re	talking	insurance	premiums,	taxes,	holiday	spending,	medical	co-pays.	If	you	aren’t	prepared,	these	little	expenses	can	tank	your	budget.	List	out	all	the	non-monthly	bills	you	can
think	of,	using	past	bank	statements	to	help	jog	your	memory.	Add	them	all	up,	divide	that	number	by	12,	then	add	the	total	to	your	monthly	budget.	Squirreling	away	this	money	as	you	go	should	help	keep	your	savings	plan	intact	as	you	move	through	the	year.	Embrace	periodic	spending	freezes.	Rev	up	your	savings	rate	by	periodically	going	all	in
with	a	no-spend	weekend.	Meal	prepping	beforehand,	finding	free	things	to	do	around	town,	and	cashing	in	any	prepaid	perks	like	old	gift	cards	can	help	take	the	edge	off.	The	goal	is	to	find	ways	to	spend	time,	not	money.	Just	don’t	go	too	hardcore	here.	Similar	to	restrictive	dieting,	frequently	depriving	ourselves	of	indulgences	actually	makes	us
more	likely	to	cave	in	and	overspend.	Translation:	Reasonably	treating	yourself	might	actually	help	you	save	more.	Make	a	temporary	big-ish	sacrifice.	This	takes	periodic	spending	freezes	one	step	further.	Looking	to	top	off	your	savings	account	on	the	quick?	Accelerate	your	efforts	by	making	a	big	change	in	the	short	term.	Taking	on	a	temporary
roommate,	for	example,	could	free	up	hundreds	of	dollars	per	month	that	you	could	funnel	toward	your	financial	goals.	Other	opportunities	include	swapping	your	car	for	public	transportation,	moving	back	home	with	mom	and	dad,	or	embracing	a	vacation-free	year.	Again,	think	in	terms	of	quick-hit	actions	you	can	adopt	for	a	short	period	of	time	to
make	a	big	difference	in	your	savings	account.	Sell	unwanted	stuff.	Offloading	items	you	no	longer	want	or	need	is	another	way	to	bring	in	some	extra	cash.	Furniture,	TVs	and	toy	boxes	are	among	the	most-searched-for	items	on	Facebook	Marketplace,	it	turns	out.	KonMari	your	life	and	let	go	of	the	things	that	no	longer	spark	joy.	Converting	your
clutter	into	cash	should	help	soften	the	blow.	Sites	like	eBay,	Gazelle	(where	you	can	offload	smartphones	and	other	devices)	and	Poshmark	(for	selling	clothes)	are	a	great	jumping-off	point.	If	you’ve	got	unwanted	gift	cards	to	offload,	consider	GiftCardGranny.com.	Growing	your	savings	account	doesn’t	have	to	require	a	dramatic	lifestyle	change.
Some	out-of-the-box	thinking	and	a	little	bit	of	discipline	is	all	it	takes	to	get	you	(and	your	money)	moving	in	the	right	direction.
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