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| give a noncommittal shrug and cup my elbows in my
hands, hugging them clase to my body. | have to bury the real
pain because who's going to bet on a tribute who keeps snive-
ling over the deaths of her opponents. Rue was one thing, We
were allies. She was so young. But no one will understand my
sorrow at Thresh's murder. The word pulls me up short. Mur-
der! Thankfully, I didn't say it aloud. That's not going to win
me any points in the arena. What I do say is, "It's just . .. if we

didn't win . .. | wanted Thresh to. Because he let me go. And
because of Rue.”

“Yeah, | know,” says Peeta. "But this means we're one step
closer to District Twelve.” He nudges a plate of foot into my
hands. “Eat. It's still warm."

| take a bite of the stew to show | don't really care, but it's
like glue in my mouth and takes a lot of effort to swallow. "It
also means Cato will be back hunting us.”

“"And he’s got supplies again,” says Peeta.

“He'll be wounded, | bet,” | say.

"What makes you say that?" Peeta asks.

“Because Thresh would have never gone down without a
fight. He's so strong, | mean, he was. And they were in his ter-
ritory,” | say.

“Good,” says Peeta. "The more wounded Cato is the better. |
wonder how Foxface is making out.”

“0Oh, she’s fine,” | say peevishly. I'm still angry she thought
of hiding in the Cornucopia and I didn't. "Probably be easier to

catch Cato than her."
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